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+ Muriwai Beach out to the 12 mile
territorial limit where both anchoring and
fishing is prohibited.

+ Scott Point to Island Bay in the upper
Waitemata Harbour where anchoring is
prohibited.

- Takapuna Beach this runs from Takapuna
Beach in the south to just north of the Hen
& Chicken Island (opposite Taiharuru Head)
where anchoring and fishing is prohibited.

Note: These protected areas are monitored by sea
and air patrols.
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Symbols Relating To Submarine Cables

These are some of the

penalties

« A maximum fine of $20,000 for a
non-commercial vessel.

« A maximum fine of $10, 000

« A maximum fine of $250,000 for
damaging a submarine cable.

Additional to the fine for damage, the cable
owners would inevitably pursue the recover
of costs associated with repairs, this could be
up to $750,000 plus a day; a typical repair can
take up to two weeks (around $10 million).
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These International submarine cables

Figure 1.

Southern

Kaitaia

To download Spark Undersea Cable Awareness Charts visit:

boaties.co.nz/useful-info/cables-underwater.html

- If you are going into any of these areas, be sure to check your marine charts and/or
GPS plotter so you know the exact locations of the prohibited zones. The relevant
charts are NZ53, NZ5322, NZ532, NZ522, NZ52,NZ42 and NZ43. The symbols used to

mark the zones are detailed in Figure 1.

- If you suspect you have snagged your anchor or fishing gear on a submarine cable in
one of these areas, don't try to free it. Note your position, abandon your gear, then

call 0800 782 627.

These cables are covered by the Submarine Cables and Pipelines Protection Act
regardless of whether they are inside or outside a prohibited area. Beyond the
confines of the “anchoring and fishing prohibited” areas, the cables are clearly marked

on the appropriate marine charts.

Considering possible positioning inaccuracies and repaired cable section deviations,
fishermen are advised to keep a minimum distance of one nautical mile from either

side of charted cables.

For any queries regarding submarine cables call: 0800 782 627

carry up to 10,000 volts to power the
system repeaters along the cable.

For more detail refer to
o appropriate marine charts.
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In this issue

Last year Seafood New Zealand executive
chair Craig Ellison issued an uncompromising
report card on our industry, promising to
come back with an update at this year’s
Seafood Industry Conference.

True to his word, Ellison revisited his gradings, ranking them
against the Code of Conduct which has been promoted and
generally welcomed by the fishing community around the
country. The grades, and his reasons for them, make interesting
reading and form a central part of our comprehensive
conference coverage, which also includes reports on the

major speeches from what proved to be an absorbing and
enlightening gathering at Te Papa in Wellington. “We've
improved our game, told our story, and done well for New
Zealand,” Ellison says. He's lifted his overall grading from B- to
B, but makes it clear that while there's been good progress,
plenty of challenges remain. It's a message echoed in other
speeches at what was a positive, forward-looking conference.

There's a lot to digest from that section in this issue, but most
readers will no doubt be first drawn to the dramatic pictures
taken by Greymouth photographer Bob McAuliffe — and his
explanation of why and how he takes them. McAuliffe’s images
are a powerful demonstration of what fishermen in his patch
must tackle to earn their living, and to supply the fish that Kiwis
take for granted in the shops.

The South Island’s West Coast is also a prominent part of Chris
Carey's Salt of the Ocean feature on Barry Wyber, the now-
retired fisherman who gained fame through the flying fox he
used to launch and retrieve his boat and which figured in a
memorable TV commercial.

In contrast, we've also visited two brand-new toothfish vessels
that have been in Nelson getting ready for the summer season
that will take them to the Ross Sea. They're more examples

of the way improved design and technological advances are
transforming an industry that, in spite of all the change, will
always test the men and women who go to sea.

(DA

Tim Pankhurst
Chief Executive



NEWS

Longliners making Nelson home

Bill Moore

Two new toothfish longliners have been drawing admiring glances at
Port Nelson as they are readied for their short but lucrative fishing season.

The two new longliners side-by-side at Port Nelson.

Nordic Prince and Argos Georgia
have been rafted up at the port's
layup berth since late July, having
completed just one trip each since
being built in a Turkish shipyard.

A third longliner, Argos
Froyanes, will join them while all
three are worked on by Nelson's
Aimex Service Group and other
contractors before they set off for
Antarctica’s Ross Sea toothfish
grounds on November 12,
provisioning at Lyttelton as their
first stop.

Fishing begins on December
1 and could last three months,
although the Olympic fishery’s
"first come, first served” combined
quota was reached by the end of
December last year, shutting down
the tightly-monitored season.

Their only other trip of the
season is to South Georgia in the
southern Atlantic, set down for 45
days. They tie up for the rest of the
year.

All three vessels are owned by

Norwegian-British partnership
Argos Froyanes Ltd.

Argos marine superintendent
Bryce Morgan said using Nelson for
the maintenance work was going
very well.

"The Norwegians are super-
impressed with Nelson,” he said.

The two new 54 metre vessels,
worth around $NZ37 million each,
were christened on March 9 this
year. Their ultra-modern setup
includes 30 cameras on each
monitoring all areas and accessible
from the bridge. They can steam at
more than 15 knots and will make
the journey to the Antarctica’s Ross
Sea in eight days.

Each boat carries a crew of
24 Kiwis, Russians and South
Americans, plus two observers.
There is a high standard of
accommodation including a gym
and sauna, a smoking room and
even an electric mock-wood fire in
the crew salon.

They carry 60 tonnes of squid

bait each and set thousands of
hooks on 1.5km longlines, with

the fish brought on board through
a moon pool in the centre of the
vessel. One in five toothfish caught
in the Ross Sea is tagged and
released.

Morgan said South Georgia was
fished under British Government
licence with individual quota. The
Olympic system in the Ross Sea
meant it was "a big drag race” to
catch the best share possible of the
overall total before it is reached
and the fishery closes.

“It's partly the luck of the draw,
but also up to the skipper,” he said.
“If you're half a day late, all the hot
spots are taken.”

Pacific Networks Ltd owner Alec
Woods, who organised a tour of the
Argos Georgia for tutors from the
Maritime Institute of New Zealand,
said it was a great opportunity to
learn more about the environment
students worked in.

Woods said the boat was
“stunning”.

"It's a challenging area to fish in
and it's demanding - but they've
got the best facilities I've ever seen
for everyone, from the captain to
the galley to the observers to the
factory hands.”

Bryce Morgan
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Fleet blessing draws

Fisherman Barry
Wells, lost at sea in
1999, was a focus

of the 18th annual
Blessing of the Fleet in
Nelson, remembered
with flowers and his

favourite confectionary,

chocolate fish.

Wells went missing from the
family trawler Marina while en
route to a family gathering in the
Marlborough Sounds. He had
been alone on board and despite
extensive searches his body has
never been found.

His stepdaughter Amanda
Cuff and seven-year-old grand-
daughter Ella Cuff honoured his
memory with the flowers and
sweets, dropping them into the
sea while the large crowd stood
for a minute's silence.

Afterwards Amanda Cuff
said the annual ceremony was
important to the wider Wells
family and seeing the community
support meant a lot to all the
fishermen and their families.

“It's a beautiful event,” she
said.

Amanda and Ella Cuff were there to
remember Barry Wells, lost at sea in 1999.

big crowd

With the Amaltal Apollo in the background, the blessing begins.

Her stepfather had operated a
small inshore boat to provide for
his family, she said.

“He just didn't come home.

It's been 19 years and | still really
miss him.”

The blessing is usually held
earlier in the year to mark the
beginning of the hoki season but
was postponed owing to storm
damage on the waterfront, and
took place with a backdrop of
snow-capped mountains.

There was a range of inshore
trawlers and pleasure craft in the
fleet, with the deepsea sector
represented by the Amaltal
Apollo, which came through the
Cut into the harbour right on
time, to be soon joined by the
larger Amaltal Enterprise.

The blessing and wreath-laying
are sombre, but the ceremony,
preceded by a fireworks display
the previous night, also has a
festive side. The Motueka Brass
Band played, a choir from Nelson
College for Girls sang, and
there was the regular fresh fish
auction at the end of the day.
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Port Nelson Ltd's two tugs put
on an impressive display of their
manoeuvrability and the Nelson
Marlborough Rescue Helicopter
crew winched a “patient” from
the deck of a trawler.

With fishing and aquaculture
companies offering their support,
fish and chips were on sale at
$3 a pop from a Nelson Rotary
stall. Salmon cakes and mussels
were also being snapped up at
ridiculously low prices.

Organiser and Seafarers’
Memorial Trust spokesman Mike
Smith said the event had won
a place on the calendar and in
people’s hearts.

“The sea and fishing are such
an integral part of our Nelson
community,” he said. “It's a
colourful ceremony in a beautiful
location, and is truly valued by
families. The bodies of fishermen
lost at sea are often not found
and this event is an occasion
where next of kin and the wider
community can remember them
when there is no grave to visit.”
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NEWS

Netting a solution for seabirds

Lesley Hamilton

A solution is being sought to reduce the risk of seabirds becoming

caught in trawl nets.

Southern Seabird Solutions Trust along with

the Deepwater Group, Sealord Group, and the
Department of Conservation have come together to
see if anyone in the industry, or elsewhere, might have
answers.

The interactions with seabirds through warp strike,
particularly with deepwater vessels over 28 metres, led
to government regulations requiring seabird scaring
devices such as tori lines or bafflers.

The industry also introduced programmes to reduce
or manage fish waste that was attracting seabirds,
bringing a significant decline in warp strikes.

Attention has now focussed on an increase in
captures of seabirds in the trawl net itself. Government
observer reports showed an apparent change in
seabird habits. From 2005 to 2010, 80 percent of
albatross deaths were by warp strike and 20 percent
net-caught. However those figures have switched. Now
only 10 percent of seabird captures are by warp strike,
with 90 percent net-caught.

Deepwater Group spokesman Richard Wells said the
birds affected seemed to be smaller albatross species
(mollymawks) and diving birds such as white-chinned
petrels and sooty shearwaters.

Image: John Cleal
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“The vessels where this is a problem are factory
processor stern trawlers, 45 -105 metres in length,
most of which have on-board fishmeal plants. The
vessels that do not have a fishmeal plant have mincers
for fish waste and all of them batch the waste to avoid
a continuous discharge,” Wells said.

“Maybe it is just a case of more efficient offal
control that has resulted in the birds targeting the net
instead but, whatever the reason, we need to find a
way to prevent it happening.”

He said the captures were mostly in trawls during
spring and summer on the Chatham Rise and in the
Southern Ocean when seabird abundance, fishing
activity in those areas and daylight hours were
greatest.

Wells said, as well as strict offal control other
measures had been tried.

“We have tried blasts of sound from orchard bird
scarers, but these seem to have little or no effect
on the birds. Our crews remove as many 'stickers’ —
the fish that are caught in the weave of the net - as
possible before the net is shot away so the birds aren't
tempted to the net and some vessels try to close the
mouth of the net by turning the vessel while they
are hauling. This may help, but we know it is not the
complete answer.”

DOC marine advisor Kris Ramm said with all the
work the industry had been doing to prevent seabird
warp strikes it was disappointing to see the increase in
this form of capture.

“We think someone out there has a solution.
Whether it is deckhands working at the stern,
government observers or people with net technology
skills we are committed to finding an answer. It would
also be great if companies took up the challenge
and encouraged their staff and crews to look at the
problem,” Ramm said.

Wells said it was hoped possible solutions could be
trialled next year.

If you have an idea that might reduce net captures,
contact info@southernseabirds.org or for more
information visit www.southernseabirds.org




HELP US NET
A SOLUTION
FOR SEABIRDS

We're looking for bright ideas on
how to keep seabirds safe around
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Witnessing a tragedy brought home the dangers
West Coast fishermen face and sparked Bob
McAuliffe’s passion for capturing the images that are
making his name.

In 2013 the Greymouth man was gathering pictures
for a photography course he was doing by distance
learning.

By chance he photographed a boat that capsized
in the river mouth. The skipper lost his life and
McAuliffe’s pictures were used in the media, and later
became useful to the coroner at the inquest.

“That event drew my attention to the risks that
local fishermen take when they go out on the boats.
| also became aware that those risks largely went
unrecorded,” McAuliffe said.

Since then he's often to be found taking pictures
at the river mouth and around the port, his images
winning a big following on Facebook. The wilder the
sea, the greater the drama, the more interest he gets.

"I'm often photographing the boats and some
people assume that | spend a lot of time by the river
mouth,” he said.

However, not as much time as some might think.

"I know the tides and | know that boats usually
move somewhere near a high tide. Some skippers and
crew send me a message about when they are arriving
or leaving and I've learned a lot about turnaround
times at the height of the fishing seasons.”

But on a day of rough weather and high seas, "“if |
have the time to spare I'll wait for three or four hours
to get a photo”.

Born in Hokitika, McAuliffe trained as a nurse and
worked in Christchurch before returning to the Coast
in 1974. He later became a social worker, putting
himself through university as a mature student. He

‘| used a surf club building as shelter
from where | would rush out, grab some
shots and rush back again. | kept low so

as not to offer too much to the wind.’

retired six years ago but then became a guidance
counsellor at Greymouth High School, where he still
works three days a week.

He said his most memorable day photographing
the boats was on February 1 this year when Cyclone
Fehi hit the West Coast. As the storm intensified
one of the bigger boats had to abandon the attempt
to come into port, McAuliffe said. He knew he was
placing himself at risk to get the photos.

"At the end of the Cobden breakwater where | was
positioned the wind was horrendous and water was
being picked up off the sea and hurled across the
breakwater.

“| used a surf club building as shelter from where |
would rush out, grab some shots and rush back again.
| kept low so as not to offer too much to the wind
because | felt there was a real risk | could be blown
into the river.”

He said over time he'd learned a lot about his
camera and the boats, and knew the best positions to
photograph from.

“"Wind direction can be very important especially in

A rough sea but “beautiful in a way”, Bob McAuliffe says of this popular image.
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Bob McAuliffe’s picture of Ocean Odyssey during Cyclone Fehi. He says the boat had abandoned its attempt to get into port and

was heading back out to sea when he captured this image.

stormy weather because facing into the wind can mean
that spray is continually blown on to the lens.

“If I've assessed the conditions and | have the
time I'll go to the other side of the river to get better
conditions for photographing.”

Dramatic pictures of boats coming over the bar with
“tremendous waves” were the most popular online,
McAuliffe said, but a shot of a handsome boat with rich
colours in the sea and river could also attract interest.

“| still sell a few canvases and prints of my
landscape and nature photos but | now sell more of
the boats.”

They're bought by owners, skippers relatives of
crew members, often as presents, and sometimes by
people with no direct connection who just like the
photographs.

He said he had a lot of respect and admiration for
the fishermen, a number of whom had become his
friends. He also admires their partners and children,
“who must sometimes have anxious times, especially
in bad weather”.

“|'ve also met a few of them because | sometimes
find myself getting ready to take photos at the
breakwater at the same time as they are waiting to
wave to Dad or partner.

“When | buy my fish | have a greater appreciation of
the effort that went into getting it.”

Now 76, McAuliffe said he'd been a keen
deerstalker in his younger days.

“There was nothing like seeing a stag with a good
head walk out of the bush to get the adrenaline
pumping. Those years are behind me but | get a
similar adrenaline rush when | see a boat approaching
the bar in a heavy sea.”

To see more go to bobmcauliffe.nz or on Facebook,
Bob McAuliffe Photography.

Bob McAuliffe at work.
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Kotuku Il ready for launch.

Wyber’s flying fox brought
fame and fortune

Chris Carey

Chance took Barry Wyber to the South Westland beach where he and his wife

Yodie live with a million-dollar view.

Another chance led to the fame he's gained through
using a flying fox to launch and retrieve his cray boat.

Wyber has been the subject of Radio NZ
documentaries, been interviewed by Gary McCormick
for the Heartland TV series, featured in a documentary
about the Whitebaiters Ball and played the lead role in
an unforgettable Fuji film advertisement.

He began to explain his life story standing next
to a 1939 Nash coupe, the car he bought when he
left school. Five years ago he located it in a “pretty
wrecked state” and has now restored it.

Wyber grew up in Milton and served his time as a
bricklayer before being lured as a 21-year-old to Haast
around 1966 when helicopter deer shooting got going.

“1'd done about 18 months with the choppers
when | met Ken Topham. He was cutting silver pine
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(kahikatea) at Ship Creek so | ended up working with
him.”

He said chance led him to where he's lived for more
than five decades.

"The Giorgina hit a rock and ended up on the beach
here. Ken and | came up to see if we could help. It
was pretty rough the day they come ashore — probably
shouldn’t have been fishing but it was getting near
Christmas and they were trying to load up before they
went home, | guess.”

The bach Topham and Wyber found had been
abandoned, so too a disused flying fox put in to get a
boat on and off the beach.

“A couple of other guys had given it a go but their
system hadn't been very successful so they just left it.

"Well, we reckoned we could make it work so we



made some modifications and got it going. | think their
boat was too heavy for it to work properly. They had

a big logging winch on the beach to drag it out but

it was pretty Mickey-Mouse and they'd often have to
swim for it. With our lighter boat it worked a lot better.
That's really how we got started.”

Wyber and Topham began fishing in 1968.

“Otukau Fisheries from Dunedin bought six boats
over and were going to do wonderful things with the
crays out of Jacksons. They were a 17%2 foot (5.3m) De
Havilland with a 20hp Chrysler outboard and a set of
oars and we got one and called her Kotuku.”

"You had to know what the tide was
doing before you dropped the boat
in, otherwise when you came back you

couldn’t reach the bloody block.’

The bach was liveable but with no road access.

"We had to come down the river. You'd arrange
for a truck to pick up the fish and the river would be
in flood and you couldn't get up. We put the road in
about '72 so that made life a bit easier.”

The pair fished around 30 cray pots.

"It was pretty lucrative back then. | remember when
Ken'’s old man came over and said ‘Do you think we
should put some more pots out?’ but we couldn't see
any sense in that, we were doing alright out of the 30.
Eventually though we had to.”

About a dozen boats were working the area.

"The likes of Maurie Hale on the Silver Fern and
Charlie Jacobs on the lona. Charlie was a hell of a nice
guy. He'd help you, tell you where to put your pots
because we didn't really know what we were doing to
start off. Even old Henry Buchanan was up here on the
Bonita. Young ‘Crockett’ bought it off his old man and
fished her up here too for a while. John Buchanan, his
older brother, built several boats — the Compass Rose,
Cascade, Corsair.”

In 1972 or '73 a huge cray migration passed
through.

"They were everywhere. Even rocks where you'd
normally not get crays were covered in them. We'd
gone out with Charlie to get bait. We put the trawl
gear down and not long after he said ‘I think we've
hooked on to a log’. So he pulled it up and jeez, it was
just chocka with them!

"We couldn’t get the net high enough to reach
the splitting rope. We were sitting there wondering
what the hell to do. In the finish we made a lasso and
pushed it down as far as we could and lifted up what
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we could. It just filled the back of the boat up to the
gunnels. He went back the next day to try again and
never got any. They were on the move.”

Wyber said the flying fox was necessary because the
beach dropped too steeply and the river mouth wasn't
big enough and also could quickly become a raging
torrent.

He said the pulley system ran about 22 chain (440m)
out to the rock in the middle of the bay.

"We had to take a line out by helicopter then attach
it to the heavy cable and pull it out.”

Rigging the flying fox could be tricky, Wyber said.

"It took a lot of effort, getting the wires up and the
blocks set up correctly. The cable also has to be high
enough to keep the boat clear of the waves hitting the
beach but sometimes a big set would still knock you
about. If the ropes were a bit slack you'd hit the water
at high tide but if they were tight you could be 15 foot
(4.6m) above the water when it was low.

"You had to know what the tide was doing before
you dropped the boat in, otherwise when you came
back you couldn’t reach the bloody block. Then
you're stuck out there 'till the tide’s back in — a bit
embarrassing.

Initially Wyber and Topham used turfers bow and
stern to ""crank” Kotuku clear of the water, soon
replacing this laborious system with a pair of six-over-
six blocks.

“"We'd use the capstan to haul her up. Going down
was a different story: you were free-wheeling on the
capstan which was pretty dangerous. Eventually we
rigged up a hydraulic motor on an endless chain. That
way you could stop and start where and when you
wanted to.”

While hauling the boat to the cradle on the beach
was one thing, launching was something else.

"You were at the mercy of the gods. If the line
slipped off the capstan, which it often did, hang on
- You were off. Coils of rope flying over stern and if

Barry Wyber with his beloved Indian motorcycle.
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you were unlucky enough, a bight would grab hold of
anything it could. Bang, there she goes!”

Wyber recalls having to dive for the outboard from
time to time.

"Sometimes the stray-line would break on the way
down and you'd carry on free-wheeling and as | said,
look out! ‘Course you had no way of getting back
up then other than swimming ashore and bringing
another rope out.”

Wyber and Topham sold their fish to Ferons, their
catch trucked back to the depot in Greymouth. The
partnership enjoyed several years of success, but
eventually all good things must come to an end.

"] bought Ken out about '74. He'd gone and got
himself married. The bach suited two single blokes
well enough but things can get a bit tricky when
a woman moves in. So he left and | stayed on and
| fished on my own ever since. It was something |
thought | could do forever.”

It would take Wyber four or five hours to go round
the pots.

"It doesn’t matter how many you lift you're always
looking forward to the next one. Back then, even 20
years ago, you could get up to 50 in a pot.

“But there were just too many boats at times and
it would get fished out. The bigger boats; they could
go elsewhere like down the Sounds, Jacksons, but we
couldn't. It didn't take too many years for it to build up
again if it was left alone. Then the big boats would be
back again. So | started lining, | had too. I've probably
done more lining than craying.”

Aboard his flying boat.
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‘The bach suited two single blokes well
enough but things can get a bit tricky

when a woman moves in.’

Lining forced Wyber further offshore and into a
bigger boat.

"It was August 1977. | remember because it was the
year Elvis died. I'd got a wooden frame from a mate
in Milton and so | bent alloy sheets over it. No-one
round here | knew had done any alloy welding so she
was held together with straps screwed to the frame.
Sims in Port Chalmers had a go at welding her up but
she buckled a bit in places. Eventually | had a mate in
Milton finish it.”

With the hull finished Wyber took the 6m Kotuku Il
back to Whakapohai where he would fish her until his
retirement.

When lining, Wyber worked a canyon just
offshore. "It comes in to about two mile. I'd go out to
four but that was pretty much my limit. If the weather
turns shitty when you're that far out it's extremely tricky
getting the boat back up the wire and out of the water.

| usually fished six downlines with 60 hooks
on each and that was enough. Ling and groper,
big monsters, back then anyway and big bass -
180-pounders! (80kg). Some days I'd bring in a ton of
ling and that, which was a good load in a little boat.
Getting all that up the rope to the beach was just
enough really.”

Wyber was spoiled for choice when it came to
selling his catch.

“Old Fox Buchanan had a factory in Hokitika. He'd
take my fish and cray tails as well, so if the crays
weren't too good, I'd just line. When the live fish
[crayfish] trade came in, Fiordland Lobster was buying
them and Henry Buchanan would come up and take
them. They'd fly most of them out from Haast once
they got the air strip in.”

Around 2008, Wyber finally retired.

“I'd had enough. Besides a couple of accidents
gave me a bit of a wake up.”

Today, he keeps himself busy “mucking around”
with classic bikes and cars and when the season opens,
there’s whitebait to catch. It's a fishery he is passionate
about and one he says needs better management.

“There's as many opinions as whitebaiters about
that. DOC wanted to shorten it from 22 months to
two and | was happy with that but the Whitebait
Association kicked up and took it to court and won
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because there was no scientific evidence
to say it would help. Why wait until it’s
too late? Beside two months is any old
time to catch it, isn't it?”

He couldn’t envision moving from his
home of 52 years, he said.

"I've worked on my own most of my
life. You could lie in bed, look out the
window and see if you had to go to work.
When it's flat calm and the sun’s shining
there’s nothing like it. If it was as rough
as guts, I'd plenty else to do.

"We earned a good living from fishing
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