[image: A picture containing text, outdoor

Description automatically generated]
[bookmark: _Hlk74907336]Submission to Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Trade and Labour Framework
31 October 2022
[bookmark: _Toc95194845]
1. Seafood New Zealand Limited welcomes the opportunity to submit on MFAT’s Trade and Labour Framework.
2. Seafood New Zealand is a professional organisation delivering industry-good services for the wider benefit of the seafood industry, an industry which had export earnings of $1.87 billion in 2021. Seafood New Zealand plays a role in developing and presenting the seafood industry’s response on proposals affecting the industry. 
3. The seafood industry is compliant with New Zealand’s employment and immigration regulations and labour standards across the domestic and foreign crewed vessels and within the processing space in the wild-caught and aquaculture sectors. 

General comment
4. The seafood industry considers that the preservation of the diversity of thought that the current approach provides for employment and business practices is one that the new Framework should also seek to enable. The seafood industry is comprised of a mix of individual and collective agreements by representative unions, allowing companies and employees to decide which practice is best suited for them.
5. The seafood sector is, of course, against modern slavery and would support good policies set in place to deter conditions that enable modern slavery. 
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