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1. Purpose & Background
European Union Regulations contain a range of measures to prevent illegal, unregulated and unreported fish from entering the EU, these are generally known as the Catch Certification system.
The regulations apply to all wild caught fish and fish products including rock lobster but there are some products which are exempt from these regulations, these include:

· Freshwater fishery products, including

· Salmon

· Eels

· Freshwater crayfish

· Aquaculture Products, including 

· Oysters

· Mussels

· Scallops

· Cockles/Clams

· Canned abalone

The initial Catch Certification requirements were implemented in 2010 however the EU has made amendments to move to digital exchange of data which will affect product that is exported from New Zealand as of the 10th of January 2026.

For product (within scope) that is certified on or after 10 of January 2026, the new Catch Certificate requirements apply.

For product that is exported on or before 9 of January 2026, the simplified Catch Certificate requirements apply.

A full copy of the regulations including the exemptions can be found at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing/index_en.htm
Great Britain, Northern Ireland and Ukraine
Great Britain, Northern Ireland and Ukraine have either implemented a replica Catch Certification system for fishery products or require fishery products entering their country to meet the EU regulation for Catch Certification, and therefore the changes made by the EU will also impact Catch Certification for product exported to those countries.

Where EU Eligibility is Required

In addition, product may be exported to other countries that require Catch Certificates for potential onwards export, and therefore, you will need to provide a Catch Certificate, and where applicable, a Processing Statement as per the following, for product exported to those markets.
2. Regulatory Requirements

The European Union regulation requires a ‘Catch Certificate’ generated by the flag state of the catching vessel to accompany fishery product entering the EU, regardless of the exporting country.  
For product that is also processed in land-based establishments, a Processing Statement is also required, and a separate Processing Statement is required for each individual land-based processing establishment that has contributed processed product to the consignment.  For product that is processed on-board at sea and exported directly (or via a land-based store only) without further processing on land, only a Catch Certificate is required.

2.1 Interaction Between Health Certificate, Catch Certificate and Processing Statement
Under the simplified Catch Certification there was a clear link between the Health Certificate and Catch Certificate in terms of matching product items, net weights and carton numbers etc.  Under the new requirements there are now differences for consignments that are made up of product that is all processed at sea, versus consignments that are made up of product processed on land or with a mix of product processed at sea and processed on land. There will be situations when the Health Certificate, Catch Certificate and Processing Statements don’t always match.  

2.2 Data Elements for Transfer Submission Form (as in TD v1.9):

The following provides a screen shot of the relevant parts of the Transfer Document (Classifications tab) template from E-Cert, this is followed by a description of each of the data elements required. 
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First start entering catch data with the IMO number field– ignore the first 9 classifications (they are not required for EU Catch Certification).
Then continue to enter the relevant data in the EU Catch fields, which are:
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Use the following to assist in the data entry:
	Transfer Document 
Classification Data Element
	Description

	(for Catch) IMO Number
	The IMO number is an identification number assigned by the International Maritime Organisation (primarily associated with vessels fishing in international waters).  
Not all vessels have an IMO, so if the vessel doesn’t have one – leave the field blank.
The IMO number can be found on FishServe Register:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	(for Catch) Permit holder signature/number
	The permit holder number is the client number of the permit that is used for the fishing trip.

This may be the same as the permit number associated with the vessel, as found here:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel
Or there may be times when the vessel is fishing another permit holders permit – in which case you would use that permit holder number, found here:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindPermit
Note: this is a mandatory element for the electronic exchange of EU300. If the permit number is not entered in this field, the electronic EU300 will not pass TRACES validation.

	(for EU Catch) Catch start date
	The voyage or trip start date. Note:

· this is now required to be identified for each vessel (rather than a range across the contributing vessels).
· for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	(for EU Catch) Catch end date
	The voyage or trip end date. Note: 
· this is now required to be identified for each vessel (rather than a range across the contributing vessels)

· for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	(for EU Catch) Vessel Name
	This is the name of the registered vessel

	(for EU Catch) Vessel Registration
	This is the vessel registration number (MPI Fisheries Management registration number), can be found on FishServe Register

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	(for EU Catch) Vessel Flag
	This must be NZ.
Note: if ‘New Zealand’ is entered in this field, the electronic EU300 will not pass TRACES validation.

	(for EU Catch) Vessel Home Port
	Home port is a free text entry in the template.

RMP vessels, Limited Processing Vessels and those EU listed as Freezer vessels will need to use the home port included on the external EU TRACES List and is the town/city listed under “Region”.  This can be found:

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/listing/establishment/publication/index#!/view/NZ/FISHERY_PRODUCTS
For inshore vessels that are on the MPI-EU list, refer to the vessel’s details on the FishServe, home port is the first town/city listed under “BasePort”. Alternatively, you can find the BasePort in the document “EU listed vessels” on the SSC website:
https://www.nzssc.co.nz/resources

	(for EU Catch) Vessel Call Sign
	The call sign is found with the vessel details on the FishServe Register.  If the vessel doesn’t have a call-sign, then leave the field blank – this will automatically populate on the certificate as ‘Not Applicable’.
https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	(for EU Catch) Master of Vessel 
	This is the name of the person or company responsible for the vessel, and can be found with the vessel details on the FishServe Register:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	(for EU Catch) Catch Area (FAO)
	This is the FAO Area in which the species was caught:

· For NZ EEZ etc this is 81 

· For Antarctic caught product this is 88 

· For product caught on a NZ Flagged vessel in Australian waters this will be 57

	(for EU Catch) High seas of Catch areas
	If the fishing trip occurred outside of either the NZ or Australia EEZ, enter data in this field.

This will be 81, 88, 57 (or other relevant FAO number of catch area).
Note: for each fishing trip, there must be an entry in either the High Seas of Catch Areas or Exclusive Economic Zone fields but not both.

	(for EU Catch) Exclusive Economic Zone
	If the fishing trip occurred within either the NZ or Australia EEZ enter data in this field
· If fishing in NZ EEZ – enter NZ
· If fishing in Australia EEZ – enter AU

Note: for each fishing trip, there must be an entry in either the High Seas of Catch Areas or Exclusive Economic Zone fields but not both.

	(for EU Catch) Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
	Enter data in this field if catch has been fished from an EEZ/the high seas that is also covered by a Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (RFMO). If not, leave the field blank.
If applicable, the likely selections are:

· AIDCP (Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program)

· CCAMLR (Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources)

· CCSBT (Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna)

· IATTC (Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission)

· SPRFMO (South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation)
· WCPFC (Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission)

	(for EU Catch) Fishing Gear used
	This relates to the fishing method used and is selected from the gear categories in the drop-down box. The list can also be found in the List of EU Fishing Gear found on the SSC website here: https://www.nzssc.co.nz/resources
The list is based on the International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear.
Note: where variations of the same method are used in one trip (e.g. variations of trawling or lining), you can select the highest level – e.g. 

03 Trawls 
09 Hooks and lines 

	(for EU Catch) Fishing licence valid until 
	This is the expiry date of the fishing permit that is used for the trip (not the date the vessel registration expires). Details of all permit holders, permits and expiry dates can be found:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindPermit
Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	(for EU Catch) Type of Authorised Processing on-board
	This is only applicable for limited processing and RMP vessels that process on board.  Only add one process, commonly this will be cutting, filleting, or processing. For product that is processed on board but remains in whole format (i.e. no cutting involved), it is recommended you use processing or freezing as the selected process.
Further explanation:

Some EU ports consider that the use of packing is not sufficient to describe the type of processing on-board, hence it is recommended to choose one of the other processes listed.

The Port of La Havre, France, has further expressed that the use of processing does not provide sufficient detail. Therefore, for product processed on board that is entering the EU via this port, you should use either cutting or filleting or if product remains whole, freezing is the best option.
If no processing has occurred on-board or for inshore vessels, leave this field blank.

	(for EU Catch) Catch Conservation and Management Measures
	You will need to select the relevant option:

For fish caught: 

· within the NZ EEZ, consignors will select “New Zealand Fisheries Act (1996).  

· outside the NZ EEZ, consignors will select one of the following CMMs:  

· Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources; 

· South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation; 

· Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. 

· by NZ flagged vessel in Australian waters select Fisheries Management Act 1991

	(for EU Catch) Catch 

Description
	This is a description of the fish that is caught.  

Only the common species name is required although you can also include the scientific name if you want to, but there is no further description of state necessary.  That is because it will always be whole green fish on landing on-board the vessel.  

For example:

Catch Description/Description of the Product


Hoki or Hoki (Macruronus novaezelandiae)

	(for EU Catch) Catch Product Code
	For product processed on board the vessel only, i.e. not further processed on land, use the 6-digit CN code for the processed state (the state it was processed into on board).

For product processed on land, use the 6-digit CN code for the species as caught, i.e. the whole green species. 

To see what codes are available, click on the look-up icon ([image: image5.png]


) on the submission screen. If the code you are looking for is not there, please inform MPI so the code can be added.

(On the Catch Certificate view, this is the 3. Description: Product Code field).

	(for EU Catch) Total landed Net Weight 
	For product processed at sea (no further processing of that product occurred on land), the total landed net weight is the final processed weight by species that contributes to the consignment.
For product that is processed on land, this will be the final processed weight of each species, converted back to the state in which it was received by the land-based processor.

If you don’t have these weights recorded, they can be calculated using the MPI (Fisheries NZ) conversion factors.

Note: on the Catch Certificate submission form, “Net Weight” is used instead of “Total landed Net Weight”. These are the same thing despite different labels being applied to these fields.
Conversion factors can be found here:

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/operating-as-a-commercial-fisher/conversion-factors-for-commercial-fishers#find

	(for EU Catch) Catch processed net weight
	This is the same as the Total landed Net Weight – as above

The total landed net weight may also be referred to as the Net Catch Weight on the Catch Certificate itself – these are the same thing.
(On the Processing Statement view, this is the Catch processed (kg) field)

	(for EU Catch) Responsible person of the processing plant
	This is only required for product that is processed on land.  For product that is processed on a RMP vessel or a limited processing vessel and exported directly (excluding land-based storage only) leave this section blank.

You need to enter the name of a person who is responsible for the operation.  This could be:

· The RMP day to day Manager; or

· The Production or Operations Manager; or 

· Chief Executive; or 

· Other responsible person in your organisation


Note 
There is a list of EU listed vessels and their associated vessel and permit holder data, as extracted from the FishServe Register, on the Seafood Standards Council website under Resources - Catch Certification, found here:

https://www.nzssc.co.nz/resources
2.3 Data Elements for Catch Certificate Template
Catch Certificates can be generated via two methods (see section 3 of this document). Select the applicable template: 
	Document/Template Reference
	Document/Template Name
	For Use

	EU300
	New 2025 EU CATCH
	Where product is going direct to EU member states, Northern Ireland or Ukraine

	EU302
	EU CATCH for non-EU 
	Where product is going via a third country but destined for the EU (or requires EU eligibility)

	GB300
	GB: Catch Certificate
	Where product is going direct to Great Britain


A Catch Certificate created from a Final TD will need the following amendments:

· The net weight may need to be amended to show the catch weight rather than the final processed product weight.

· The product description must be amended to show the catch description (the wet fish rather than the processed fish)

· The Exporter date must be entered. This refers to the date the Sanitary Certificate was submitted for approval.

The submission form follows:
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Use the following to assist in the data entry:
	Catch Certificate Product Information
	Description

	Item Description
	This is a description of the fish that is caught.  

Only the common species name is required although you can also include the scientific name if you want to, but there is no further description of state or reference to the number of cartons. That is because it is only a description of the whole green fish on landing on board the vessel.  

For example:

Catch Description/Description of the Product


Hoki or Hoki (Macruronus novaezelandiae)

	NZ Harmonised System Code
	This is the 6-digit code for the species in its final state.  

Note: this is a generic submission element, it isn’t included on the processing statement.

	EU Vessel Name
	This is the name of the registered vessel

	EU Vessel Registration
	This is the vessel registration number (MPI Fisheries Management registration number) which can be found on FishServe Register

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	EU Vessel Flag:
	This must be NZ.
Note: if ‘New Zealand’ is entered in this field, the electronic EU300 will not pass TRACES validation.

	EU Vessel Home Port
	Home port is a free text entry in the template.

RMP vessels, Limited Processing Vessels and those EU listed as Freezer vessels will need to use the home port included on the external EU List or TRACES and is the town/city listed under “Region”.  This can be found:

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/listing/establishment/publication/index#!/view/NZ/FISHERY_PRODUCTS
For inshore vessels that are on the MPI-EU list, refer to the vessel’s details on the FishServe, home port is the first town/city listed under “BasePort”. Alternatively, you can find the BasePort in the document “EU listed vessels” on the SSC website:

https://www.nzssc.co.nz/fileadmin/Catch_Certification_Requirements_Effective_10_January_2026/EU_Listed_Vessels_- Data_19_December_2025.xlsx

	EU Vessel Call Sign
	The call sign is found with the vessel details on the FishServe Register.  If the vessel doesn’t have a call-sign, then leave the field blank – this will automatically populate on the certificate as Not Applicable.

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	 IMO Number
	The IMO number is an identification number assigned by the International Maritime Organisation (primarily associated with vessels fishing in international waters).  
Not all vessels have an IMO, so if the vessel doesn’t have one leave the field blank.
The IMO number can be found on FishServe Register:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	Permit holder signature/number
	The permit holder number is the client number of the permit that is used for the fishing trip.

This may be the same as the permit number associated with the vessel, as found here:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel
Or there may be times when the vessel is fishing another permit holders permit – in which case you would use that permit holder number, found here:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindPermit
Note: this is a mandatory element for the electronic exchange of EU300. If the permit number is not entered in this field, the electronic EU300 will not pass TRACES validation.

	Permit holder end date 
	This is the expiry date of the fishing permit that is used for the trip (Not the date the vessel registration expires). Details of all permit holders, permits and expiry dates can be found:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindPermit
Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	Type of Authorised Processing on-board
	This is only applicable for limited processing and RMP vessels that process on board.  Only add one process, commonly this will be cutting, filleting, or processing. For product that is processed on board but remains in whole format (i.e.no cutting involved), it is recommended you use processing or freezing as the selected process.
Further explanation:

Some ports consider the use of packing is not sufficient to describe the type of processing on board, hence it is recommended to choose one of the other processes listed.

The Port of La Havre, France, have further expressed that the use of processing does not provide sufficient detail. Therefore, for product that is processed on board that is entering the EU via this port, you should use either cutting or filleting or if product remains whole, freezing is the best option.


	Conservation and Management Measures
	You will need to select the relevant option:

For fish caught: 

· within the NZ EEZ, consignors will select “New Zealand Fisheries Act (1996).  

· outside the NZ EEZ, consignors will select one of the following CMMs:  

· Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources; 

· South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation; 

· Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. 

· by NZ flagged vessel in Australian waters select Fisheries Management Act 1991



	Catch Area (FAO)
	This is the FAO Area in which the species was caught:

· For NZ EEZ etc this is 81 

· For Antarctic caught product this is 88 

· For product caught on a NZ Flagged vessel in Australian waters this will be 57

	Exclusive Economic Zone
	If the fishing trip occurred within either the NZ or Australia EEZ enter data in this field

· If fishing in NZ EEZ – enter NZ

· If fishing in Australia EEZ – enter AU

Note: for each fishing trip, there must be an entry in either the High Seas of Catch Areas or Exclusive Economic Zone fields.

	Or High seas of Catch areas
	If the fishing trip occurred outside of either the NZ or Australia EEZ, enter data in this field.

This will be 81, 88, 57 (or other relevant FAO number of catch area).

Note: for each fishing trip, there must be an entry in either the High Seas of Catch Areas or Exclusive Economic Zone fields.

	Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (if applicable) 
	Enter data in this field if catch has been fished from an EEZ/the high seas that is also covered by a Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (RFMO). If not, leave the field blank.

If applicable, the likely selections are:

· AIDCP (Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program)

· CCAMLR (Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources)

· CCSBT (Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna)

· IATTC (Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission)

· SPRFMO (South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation)
· WCPFC (Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission) 

	EU Catch start date
	The voyage or trip start date. Note this is now required to be identified for each vessel (rather than a range across the contributing vessels)

Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	EU Catch end date
	The voyage or trip end date. Note this is now required to be identified for each vessel (rather than a range across the contributing vessels)

Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	Master of Vessel 
	This is the name of the person or company responsible for the vessel and can be found with the vessel details on the FishServe Register:

https://register.kupe.fishserve.co.nz/home/FindVessel

	Fishing Gear used [for EU]
	This relates to the fishing method used and is selected from the gear categories in the drop-down box. The list can also be found in the List of EU Fishing Gear found on the SSC website here: https://www.nzssc.co.nz/resources. 

The list is based on the International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear.

Note: where variations of the same method are used in one trip (e.g. variations of trawling or lining), you can select the highest level – e.g. 

03 Trawls 

09 Hooks and lines 

	3. Description: Product Code
	For product processed on board the vessel only, i.e. not further processed on land, use the 6-digit CN code for the processed state (the state it was processed into on board).

For product processed on land, use the 6-digit CN code for the species as caught – i.e. the whole green species. 
To see what codes are available, click on the look-up icon ([image: image7.png]


) on the submission screen.  If the code you are looking for is not there, please inform MPI so the code can be added.


	8. Exporter - date
	This is the date the sanitary certificate (health certificate) was submitted for approval.
Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	Scientific Name:
	The scientific name of the species.
Note: the EU have set the ASFIS List of Species for Fishery Statistics Purposes as their reference list for scientific names. For three fish species (i.e. Pagrus auratus, Scorpaena cardinalis and Zearaja nasuta), the scientific name we use in NZ is not the same as the name in the ASFIS list. 
For Pagrus auratus and Zearaja nasuta, exporters can continue to use these names when raising certification. The EU have implemented a solution whereby when these scientific names are used in the electronic exchange, in the record that’s created in TRACES, the NZ scientific name will automatically be replaced by the scientific name in the ASFIS list. 
For Scorpaena cardinalis, the EU will only recognise Scorpaena spp. Exporters are advised to use Scorpaena spp. 

	Container no:
	As relevant

	Seal no: 
	As relevant

	Net Weight 
	For product processed as sea (no further processing of that product occurred on land), the total landed net weight is the final processed weight by species that contributes to the consignment.
For product that is processed on land, this will be the final processed weight of each species, converted back to the state in which it was received by the land-based processor.

If you don’t have these weights recorded, they can be calculated using the MPI (Fisheries NZ) conversion factors.

Note: on the TD submission form, “Total landed Net Weight” is used instead of “Net Weight”. These are the same thing despite different labels being applied to these fields.

Conversion factors can be found here:

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/operating-as-a-commercial-fisher/conversion-factors-for-commercial-fishers#find


Electronic exchange of EU300

From 29 June 2026, MPI will stop issuing paper EU300s in parallel to the electronic version. MPI considers that the electronic exchange of EU300 has reached a stable point and therefore, it’s appropriate to now restrict the issuance of paper EU300s to the specific situations. Either:

· Ecert or TRACES are down for an extended period; or,

· The electronic certificate doesn’t pass TRACES validation despite repeated attempts by MPI or the exporter to resolve the perceived issue.

2.4 Data Elements for Processing Statement

For product that is processed on land, a Processing Statement is required.  
A Processing Statement is not required for product that is:

· processed on board at sea and exported directly (or via a land-based store only) without further processing on land; or

· subject only to freezing, washing and/or packing (on land). 

A separate Processing Statement is required for each individual land-based processing establishment that has contributed processed product to the consignment.
A Processing Statement created from a Final TD will require the following amendments:

· The associated catch certificate number and approved date must be entered in the declarations section.

· The associated catch certificate number must also be entered as a separate data entry (classification) and the associated sanitary certificate number and submission date must be entered as a separate data entry.

· The responsible person of the processing plant and current date of submission must be entered as a separate data entry.

· The 8-digit CN Code of the processed final product must be added as this is not present in the Final ED.

· For EU301 only, the weight from the field “Processed Fishery Product Weight” will need to be repeated in the new field “Net weight”. 
The Processing Statement data elements are:
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Use the following to assist in the data entry:
	Processing Statement Data Element
	Description

	Item Description
	This is a description of the finished product. 

Only the common species name and general processed state is required although you can also include the scientific name if you want to, but there is no reference to number of cartons. This is because the Processing Statement links with the Catch Certificate and is about how much of the fish that was landed has been processed, by weight.  

For example:

Description of processed fishery product:


Hoki   - Fillets or Hoki (Macruronus novaezelandiae) - Fillets

	NZ Harmonised System Code
	This is the 6-digit code for the species in its final state.
Note: this is a generic submission element, it isn’t included on the processing statement.

	Catch certificate number
	The relevant Catch Certificate number

	Vessel Name

	This is the name of the registered vessel

	Vessel Flag:
	This must be NZ.
Note: if ‘New Zealand’ is entered in this field, the electronic EU300 will not pass TRACES validation.

	Catch Description 
	This is just the species common name.

	6 digit Catch CN Code [for EU]
	This is the 6-digit CN code for the species as caught – i.e the whole green species.  To see what codes are available, click on the look-up icon ([image: image9.png]


) on the submission screen. 


	Total Landed Weight (kg)
	This is the landed weight that has contributed to the final processed weight in the consignment.  

It only includes the weight of catch landed that was processed to make the final product exported to EU. 

This will be the final processed weight of each species, converted back to the state in which it was received by the land-based processor.

If you don’t have these weights recorded, they can be calculated using the MPI (Fisheries NZ) conversion factors.

Conversion factors can be found here:

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/operating-as-a-commercial-fisher/conversion-factors-for-commercial-fishers#find


	Catch processed (kg)
	As above for total landed weight – these are the same.

	Health certificate number and submission date
	This is the Health Certificate for the consignment and the date it was submitted for approval. 
Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	Responsible person of the processing plant
	You need to enter the name of a person who is responsible for the operation.  This could be:

· The RMP day to day Manager; or

· The Production or Operations Manager; or 

· Chief Executive; or 

· Other responsible person in your organisation



	Responsible person of the processing plant - date
	This is the date the Health Certificate was submitted for approval
Note: for an electronic EU300 to pass TRACES validation, the date must be in the format of xx-xxx-20xx. For example, 16-Jan-2026 must be entered instead of 16/01/26.  

	8 digit CN Code of finished product 
	This is the CN code for the processed product

	Preceding processing statement
	Only applicable if you are generating a Processing Statement for product that has been processed in different processing plants (on land) or in a different country. 

State the reference number for the preceding processing statement and the quantity of product from the preceding processing statement that has been used to contribute towards the product in this consignment. Both the reference number and weight can be included in this box; separate the information with a comma, e. g. reference number, weight in kgs.  
If there are no preceding processing statements, leave the field blank.

Note: there isn’t a similar classification on the TD. MPI anticipates that the exporter will upload a copy of any preceding Processing Statements as a supporting document when they apply for a processing statement.

	Processed Fishery Product Weight 
	This is new field to enable electronic exchange of the EU301. This information will not show on printed certificate. Repeat the net weigh of finished product as already provided in the EU301 ‘Net weight’ entry.

	Catch certificate species
	This is a new field to enable electronic exchange of the EU301. This information will not show on printed certificate. Repeat the species ‘Scientific Name’ submission entry as already provided in the related EU300 (‘Species’ box on printed EU300).
Note: this field won’t be included on the paper processing statement.

	Net weight
	This is the net weight of finished product (repeat of the weight stated in “Processed Fishery Product Weight”. 

Note: this field won’t be included on the paper processing statement.


Electronic transmission of EU301
MPI will shortly enable electronic transmission of EU301. Exporters should be aware that successful transmission of electronic EU301s is possible only in these scenarios:

· There is a record for the catch certificate in TRACES and there is only one processing statement which is created by the exporter at the time of export; and

· There is a record for the catch certificate in TRACES and if there is one or more preceding processing statements, a record for these preceding processing statement has already been created in TRACES.

For product that underwent previous processing in a third country, MPI recommends that exporters send any previous processing statements to their importer and request that the importer create records for these statements in TRACES. Once this is completed, the importer should notify the exporter so that the latter can request that a sanitary certificate and processing statement for the consignment is issued.

During the initial phase of the exchange, MPI will issue paper processing statements in parallel. Where an EU301 is successful transmitted to TRACES, exporters are advised not to provide importers with the paper version of the processing statement. Importers and their agents can use the TRACES record (the ID format for the record is typically CATCH.CC.NZ.202X.000XXXX) for clearance purposes. 
3. Process for Generating New Zealand Catch Certificates and Processing Statements
There are two ways to generate a catch certificate and processing statement: 

a) Raise a new blank certificate. The catch certificate and processing statement will need to include reference to the TD used to create the sanitary certificate (enter the reference under the header “ED Reference”); or
b) Raise the certificate from a source transfer document (TD). The final processor will add the catch and processing related data elements into the classification tab of the TD that is sent to the exporter. The exporter will use this TD as the source TD to create the sanitary certificate, catch certificate and processing statement. 

If generating the Catch Certificate by using “Raise new blank Export Certificate”, select the applicable template.  Add the number of products – this is by species and by vessel and change the number of processes per product to 1.  See below:
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3.1 Supporting document

For a) Raise a new blank certificate in the previous section, where the exporter is not part of the same company as the final processor establishment, the processor will need to complete a supporting document to record the catch and processing related data elements. The final processor will upload this supporting document to Ecert under the document type ‘Other’.
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  The final processor will either:

· link the supporting document to the final TD from the processor to the exporter; or

· give the exporter access to the supporting document, and the exporter will link it to the catch certificate and processing statement when they raise these certificates.
The template for the supporting document is available at https://www.nzssc.co.nz/resources. The column headers in the document replicate all data elements in the catch certificate and processing statement that require a verification record. The data entered in each row should represent one species from one vessel

Notes
· You will need to enter one species per vessel per item. 

· The method described in a) is temporary until industry have adjusted to use b). 

· When consignors apply for an official assurance, the documents need to be created in the following order: sanitary certificate, catch certificate then processing statement (to allow for the referencing of the various documents across the set). 

Where the final processor and the exporter are the same company, the information required for Catch Certification (See EU OMAR 26/02, clause 1.3 (1-3)), may be stored in the operator’s system subject to the following conditions: 

i) The first receiver and the exporter must be the same company; 

ii) The fishery products must be in their final form and for transfer to post-processing storage or from storage to the exporter; and 

iii) The first receiver must provide unrestricted access to the database to the official assurance verifier; and produce an electronic database report of the catch information relevant to the content of each transfer document raised by the first receiver; and include the unique reference number of the report in comments box(es) of the transfer document.

4. Using Simplified Catch Certificates Issued Prior to 10 January
For Catch Certificates issued prior to the 10th of January 2026, i.e those in the simplified format, and presented for clearance post 10 January, the EU Commission have provided the following guidance and information for importers and agents to enter these into the system. Some importers/agents have indicated that they need these simplified certificates replaced in which case, you can provide them with the following information:
The EU Commission have a “how to” webpage: Importation. Importers that receive a pre-10 Jan certificate are instructed to select the option “Create new Catch Certificate (paper version validated by flag State before 10/01/2026)”.
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The following are also some snippets from the Commission’s FAQ document that could also be useful if you receive questions from your importers or agents.
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5. Template List

The following is a list of the relevant templates and documents associated with Catch Certification:
Summary of health certificate, catch certificate and processing statement requirements

	
	EU303
	EU300 or

GB300
	EU301 or

GB301
	EU302
	EU304
	EU306
	EU307
	Annex II
	Annex III

	To EU/GB, NZ flagged vessels processed on board


	Y
	Y
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	To EU/GB, NZ flagged vessels processed in NZ on land (other than just frozen, washed or packed)


	Y
	Y
	Y
	
	
	
	
	
	

	To EU/GB, imported/reimported stored only in NZ


	Y
	
	
	
	Y
	
	
	
	

	To EU, transfer of catch from EU flagged vessel directly to export
	
	
	
	
	
	Y
	
	
	

	To EU/GB, imported/reimported processed in NZ


	Y
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y

	To EU/GB, NZ flagged in AU waters


	Y
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y
	

	To 3rd country for onward shipment to EU, 

NZ flagged vessels processed on board
	HC*
	
	
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	To 3rd country for onward shipment to EU,

NZ flagged vessels processed in NZ on land
	HC*
	
	
	Y
	
	
	Y
	
	

	To 3rd country for onward shipment to EU,

imported/reimported stored only in NZ 
	HC*
	
	
	
	Y
	
	
	
	

	To 3rd country for onward shipment to EU,

imported/reimported processed in NZ
	HC*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y

	To 3rd country for onward shipment to EU,

NZ flagged in AU waters
	HC*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y
	


HC* = appropriate health cert for third country

	Template number shading if printed
	green
	Security paper
	white
	plain paper


6. E-Cert Field Requirement Clarification
	TD Field
	TD
	EU303
	EU300 / EU302
	EU301 / EU304
	Other health cert

	General Product Information
	
	
	
	
	

	Conditions of storage and transport: 
	Y
	Y
	---
	---
	---

	Item Description: 
	Finished product
	Finished product
	Fish caught common name
	Common name and general processed state
	Finished product

	NZHSC: 
	Relevant HS code for product at time of raising TD
	Finished product HS code
	Finished product HS code
	Finished product HS code
	Finished product HS code

	Species: 
	Scientific name
	---
	---
	---
	Scientific name

	Scientific Name: 
	O
	Scientific name
	Scientific name
	---
	

	Net Weight
	Processed at sea: Finished product

Processed on land: Landed weight
	Finished product
	Processed at sea: Finished product

Processed on land: Landed weight
	EU301 only: same as what’s entered for “Processed Fishery Product Weight”. 
	Finished product

	Gross Weight
	Finished product
	Finished product
	---
	---
	---

	Production Batch: 
	Y
	Y
	---
	---
	---

	Comments: 
	O
	O
	O
	---
	

	Unofficial Commercial Reference: 
	O
	---
	---
	---
	---

	No of Packages:
	Y
	Y
	---
	---
	Y

	Item Marks: 
	"RMP ID – NZ"
	"RMP ID – NZ"
	---
	---
	O

	ED Classifications
	
	
	
	
	

	[for Catch] IMO Numbers: 
	O
	---
	O
	---
	---

	[for Catch] Permit holder signatures/numbers: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch start date: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch end date: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Vessel Name: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	Y
	---

	[for EU Catch] Vessel Registration: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Vessel Flag: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	Y
	---

	[for EU Catch] Vessel Home Port: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Vessel Call Sign: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Master of vessel: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch Area (FAO): 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] High seas of Catch areas: 
	     *1
	---
	     *1
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Exclusive Economic Zone: 
	    *1
	---
	     *1
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Regional Fisheries Management Organisation: 
	O
	---
	O
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Fishing Gear used: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Fishing license valid until: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Type of Authorized Processing on Board: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch Conservation and Management Measures: 
	Y
	---
	Y
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch Description: 
	Common name
	---
	---
	Common name
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch Product Code: 
	Y
	---
	3. Description: Product Code:

Product processed on board vessel = processed product HS code 

Product processed on land = Fresh fish HS code
	---
	---

	[for EU Catch] Total landed net weight: 
	Y  
	---
	---
	Total landed weight
	---

	[for EU Catch] Catch processed net weight: 
	Y  
	---
	---
	Catch processed (kg)
	---

	[for EU Catch] Responsible person of the processing plant: 
	Y
	---
	---
	Y
	---

	3. Description: Product Code:
	---
	---
	Y


	---
	---

	6 digit Catch CN Code [for EU]:
	---
	---
	---
	Fresh fish HS code
	---

	Catch certificate number:
	---
	---
	---
	EU300 no. 

Also entered in declaration EU301.1/2N with the date of approval.
	---

	Health certificate number and submission date:
	---
	---
	---
	EU303 no. and submission date
	---

	Responsible person of the processing plant --- date:
	---
	---
	---
	Use EU303 submission date
	---

	8 digit CN Code of finished product:
	---
	---
	---
	Processed product CN code
	---

	Preceding processing statement
	---
	---
	---
	Y
	---

	Processed Fishery Product Weight
	---
	---
	---
	Y
	---

	Catch certificate species
	---
	---
	---
	Y
	---


*1
It's either High seas of Catch areas OR Exclusive Economic Zone, not both

Y
Entry needed

O
Optional 

---
not applicable

7. Ecert submission and XML labels 
EU300

	Ecert submission view
	XML view

	Item description
	Description

	NZ Harmonised System Code
	Not applicable

	EU Vessel Name
	Vessel Name

	EU Vessel Registration
	Vessel Registration

	EU Vessel Flag
	Vessel Flag

	Home port
	Home Port

	Call sign
	Call Sign

	IMO number
	IMO numbers

	Permit holder signatures/numbers
	Permit holder signatures/numbers

	Permit end date
	Fishing License End Date

	Type Of Authorized Processing On Board
	Type Of Authorized Processing On Board

	Conservation And Management Measures
	Conservation And Management Measures

	Catch Area (FAO)
	EU Catch Area

	Exclusive Economic Zones
	Exclusive Economic Zones

	OR High seas of catch area
	High seas of Catch areas

	Regional fisheries management organisation (if applicable)
	Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 

	EU Catch date
	Catch Start Date

	EU Catch End Date
	Catch End Date

	Master of vessel
	Master Of Vessel

	Fishing Gear used [for EU]
	EU Fishing gear

	3. Description: Product Code
	Catch Processed Process Code

	8. Exporter - date
	Catch-exporter date

	Scientific Name
	Scientific Name

	Container No
	Container Number

	Seal No
	Seal Number

	Net Weight
	Net Weight


EU301

	Ecert submission view
	XML view

	Item description
	Description

	NZ Harmonised System Code
	Not applicable

	Catch certificate number
	Catch certificate

	Vessel Name
	Vessel Name

	Vessel Flag
	Vessel Flag

	Catch description
	Catch description

	6 digit Catch CN Code [for EU]
	Catch Processed Process Code

	Total landed weight (kg)
	Annex IV total landed weight

	Catch processed (kg)
	Annex IV catch processed

	Health certificate number and submission date
	Certificate reference 

	Responsible person of the processing plant
	Person details

	Responsible person of the processing plant - date
	Catch Responsible person -date 

	8 digit CN Code of finished product
	CN code - Fish

	Preceding processing statement
	Processing Statement 

	Processed Fishery Product Weight
	Processed Fishery Product

	Catch certificate species
	Processed Species
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