Catch Certification:  Frequently Asked Questions:

Has there been a change to the scope of products that the EU Catch Certification Requirements applies to?
No – the scope remains the same.  A full list of those products that are exempt can be found: 
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing/index_en.htm
 
When do the new EU Catch Certification Requirements come into force?
The requirements apply to product that is certified (Catch Certificate generated) on and after the 10th of January 2026.  
Catch Certificates generated on or before the 9January 2026 must be in the simplified format. These Catch Certificates will be accepted until 10January 2028.

Will there be a grace period after the changes take effect?
No. The new rules apply from 10January 2026. For some of the Catch Certificate requirements, the EU have said that there will be some leniency if certain elements are absent or only partially completed. These elements are:
· on paper versions of the Catch Certificate, the signature of the master of vessel / fishing permit holder;
· catch area; and
· fishing gear.
MPI advises exporters to complete the catch certificate as accurately as possible as the exact implementation of this leniency is not fully understood.

Is product caught or in storage on or before the 9 January 2026 exempt from new requirements?
No, all product regardless of when it was caught that is certified on or after the 10th of January 2026 must be in the new Catch Certificate format, along with provision of a Processing Statement, for land-based processed product.

Does product that has been processed and transferred to another operator / exporter or into a store, prior to 10th of January 2026, regardless of whether it is further processed, require all source Transfer Documents (TD) generated along the supply chain to be amended to include the new data elements?
No - the new data elements for catch certification can be added at the end either:
· in the final TD from the processor to the exporter; or
· by entering the data elements into the standalone submission form for the Catch Certificate and Processing Statement. 
Note: If a processor is not part of the same company as the exporter, the processor will need to complete a specific supporting document (i.e. a spreadsheet) to capture all the new catch and processing related data. This supporting document will be uploaded to Ecert by the final processing establishment and either referenced in the final TD from the processor to the exporter or, the exporter is given access to supporting document and they reference it directly in the catch certificate and processing statement submission. 

Does all of the required information have to be filled in at TD level?  Or can information be added to some fields when raising the Catch Certificate and Processing Statements?
It is recommended that you add as much information as you can at the TD level. If you’re not able to, you can add it at the end in the final TD from the processor to the exporter. Alternatively, you can add it when you create the Catch Certificate and Processing Statements via the online submission process.

When is a processing statement required?
When fish and fish products have been processed in a land-based processing premises. Processing operations requiring a processing statement include cutting, filleting, canning, smoking, salting, cooking, pickling, drying or preparing fish for market in any other manner (e.g. crumbing). Fishery products subject only to freezing, washing and/or packing will not require a processing statement.

With respect to the trawl fishing methods – of which several methods may be used on one trip, can we use the high-level code of trawl 0.3?
Yes - where variations of the same method are used in one trip (e.g. variations of trawling or lining), you can select the highest level – e.g. 
03 Trawls 
09 Hooks and lines

When species from different vessels are mixed together during grading, handling or processing, how do we calculate and attribute both weights back to vessel?
A proportional approach is acceptable, where vessel-level landed and processed weights may be estimated using proportional allocation based on landed raw material and MPI conversion factors.

What do we provide to Non-EU countries that request/require a Catch Certificate or Processing Statement?
For product that is certified on or before 9 January 2026: the current Catch Certificate is to be provided. This will be accepted by the EU until 10 January 2028.
For product that is certified on or after 10 January 2026:  
· Catch Certificate for product going via a third country but destined for the EU: exporters will need to raise an EU302 (i.e. catch certificate for product going via third country). MPI will provide exporters with a PDF copy of the certificate downloaded from Ecert. This paper version can then be passed onto commercial parties in third countries. 

· Processing Statement for product going via a third country but destined for the EU: exporters will need to raise an EU307 (i.e. processing statement for product going via third country). MPI will provide exporters with a paper version of the processing statement that is signed and stamped by a MPI certifier. This paper version of the processing statement can then be passed onto commercial parties in third countries.

How do we deal with incoming Catch Certs and Processing statements for imported product, or reimported NZ origin product, that don’t separate out by vessel, but are further processed in New Zealand before being exported to the EU (or another country requiring EU Catch Certification) on or after 10 January 2026?
A New Zealand processing statement will need to be created to account for any processing that occurred within New Zealand. MPI will need to seek specific advice from the EU as to how this can be achieved where information on the catch certificate and/or processing statement isn’t separated out by vessel. Further advice will be provided in due course.

Call sign is a mandatory data element for the Catch Certificate. What do we do if the vessel doesn’t have a call sign?
If the vessel does not have a call sign, enter “Not Applicable”.

IMO number is an optional data element for the Catch Certificate. What do we do if the vessel doesn’t have an IMO number?
If the vessel does not have an IMO number, leave the field blank.  

Home port is a mandatory data element for the Catch Certificate. What should I enter?
Using the FishServe database, enter the name of the first town/city listed under “BasePort”.

If we have issues generating the new Catch Certificate or Processing Statement on or after 10 January 2026 – where can we go for help?
MPI – staff in the Bilateral Relations & Trade (BRT) division will be available up to 24 December and from 5 January 2026. Contact TradeandInternationalRelations@mpi.govt.nz and a member of the BRT team will respond to you. 
SSC – Cathy Webb (cathy.webb@seafood.org.nz) will be available from the 8th of January 2026
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