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= ‘What does trawling
really look like’ video

Trawling is the most common fishing method in New Zealand’s waters.
Bottom trawling is when a net is towed on or just above the bottom of the
seafloor. Around 70% of our catch by volume is caught by trawl, on or within
one metre of the seafloor.

In New Zealand, many of our popular fish species live near the bottom of the ocean
and bottom trawling is the most reliable way to catch them.'

Our bottom trawling has a small spatial footprint (around 1.7% of our waters)"?

meaning the vast majority has never been trawled."?

Kiwi fishers return to the same fishing areas year-on-year where fish are known to be
found - these are our traditional fishing grounds. We are managed by strictly enforced
rules that say where and how we can fish.

Most bottom trawling occurs on muddy and sandy seafloors and fishers avoid reef
habitats where rocks and corals are present.

)’ Since 1990, trawl gear has contacted an estimated total of 11% of New Zealand’s waters -
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New Zealand’s seafood is managed sustainably

Commercial fishing is regulated by government and includes the world’s largest on-
board camera programme. A recent United Nations report rated New Zealand as part of
the second most sustainable fisheries areas in the world.®> To ensure that we have
seafood for future generations, science-based limits are set that determine how much
fishers can catch and where and how they can fish.
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